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DAYTON, Ohio- As the University of Dayton's School of Law approaches its 25-year 
anniversary in October, Dennis Turner admits that the school's longevity wasn't on his mind in 
August 1974, when it re-opened. 
As a first-year professor, he had one clear goal- to avoid humiliation. 
"My aspiration was to just not make a fool of myself in the classroom," recalls Turner, 
the only remaining full-time faculty member from that first year. "It wasn't a very lofty goal but 
a real one nevertheless." 
To mark its anniversary, the law school is holding a celebration beginning at 5:30p.m . 
Thursday, Oct. 7, with a reception in the atrium of Joseph E. Keller Hall. From 6 to 7 p.m., law 
faculty will share personal memories using a photo slide presentation in the school's basement 
(Room 2); and from 7 to 8:30 p.m. food and beverages will be served on the east lawn of Keller 
Hall. The event is free and open to the public. 
Turner's goal to save face in the first year arose from pressure over what then dean 
Richard Braum referred to as II a leap of faith for everyone involved." The pursuit of a law 
degree had returned to campus after nearly 40 years. 
While the $23 million Keller Hall, which opened in fall1997, is considered the 
architectural and technological paragon of today's law schools, humble beginnings and tight 
quarters met the inaugural class 25 years ago. 
11 All us were packed in together," Turner says. "Everything- stud~nts, faculty, the 
dean and the law library were in the basement of Roesch Library. The faculty had shelved 
offices that had walls about 7 feet high. The noise was unbelievable. There was great interaction 
between us and the students because of the sheer proximity to one another. It was very 
intimate." 
Apprehension that first year also arose from Turner's age. At 28, he and his students 
were from the same generation (median age for the class was 27). Products of the 1960s, they 
-over-
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·were argumentative and accustomed to challenging the status quo. 
"They were older than the typical law student today. They were coming from the work 
place and were not afraid to speak their mind," he recalls. "They actually helped set policies 
that still exist today. 
"This was a vibrant time," Turner says of the early years. "There was a lot at stake in 
reopening the school and we all knew it." 
This, after all, was the first UD law school class since 1935, which, like a lot things, 
collapsed during the era of the Great Depression. 
At that time UD officials said the school had become a financial hardship and that it 
would re-open in a few years. But serious interest in reviving the school would not come until 
the early 1970s. 
It was then that officials from UD, Xavier and Miami universities began discussing the 
possibility of creating a regional law school, says Tim Stonecash, the school's assistant dean 
and director of development and alumni affairs. 
"It was around the time Wright State University was talking about building a medical 
school," Stonecash says. "Well, (then UD president) Father Raymond A. Roesch thought that if 
a new law school was to come to the area, it should be here at UD, where it once was." 
With that decision- and adequate financial support- in the beginning of the school 
year 1974, 165 future lawyers and their teachers descended to the basement of Roesch Library 
to begin a new era in teaching law at the University. 
One intimate aspect Turner could have done without that first year was the lack of 
ventilation in Room No.1, the school's only classroom. 
"I was lucky," he recalls with a laugh, "because I taught the first class in the morning, 
when the air was still good in the room. But by the afternoon ... " 
A year later, the school moved to Albert Emanuel Hall. Comparing it to the basement of 
Roesch Library, Turner "considered the tiered classrooms and blackboards as technological 
marvels." 
At the time of Keller Hall's dedication, in October 1997, a prominent official from the 
American Bar Association called it the "most technologically sophisticated _law school in the 
country." 
The information age had come to UD's law school. 
Today, many of the blackboards have been replaced by computer projection systel!l5, 
electronic textbooks have replaced some of their hardback versions and the once-popular 
phrase, "paper trail," is spoken less and less often. Laptop computers, for the most part, have 
-more-
replaced the Bic pen and notebook. 
"There have been few law schools in recent time that have been built from the ground 
. 
up," Stonecash says. "Most have gone through renovation or been given additions. The whole 
concept behind this was to build a library that was completely integrated into the academic 
areas of the school itself." 
While other law schools are beginning to bring more technology to the classroom, UD' s 
new building still brings visitors to campus to admire its beauty and modernity. 
"We have people come from all over the country to take pictures of this place, including 
architects who have been contracted to build other law schools," Stonecash says. 
"I think it's appropriate that we have a law and technology course here," he adds. "It 
follows the history of Dayton and its inventiveness- the Ketterings, the Wright brothers and 
the Pattersons. It just sort of all fits." 
Although it's the youngest in the state, UD's law school continues to attract one of the 
largest applicant pools in Ohio and its bar-passage rate consistently tops 90 percent, Stonecash 
says. 
Beyond the 130,000-square-foot building, with its nearly 1,500 data network outlets and 
400 miles of wiring, lies the key that separates an excellent school from an average one-
human contact, Turner says. 
"Facilities do mean a lot to students and, yes, technology is a big draw," he concedes. 
"But to me it still comes down to people who make a difference. At UD the classroom and 
what takes place between student and faculty is the most integral part of education." 
- 30-
For media interviews, contact Dennis Turner at (937) 229-2529 or via e-mail at 
turner@odo.law.udayton.edu, and Tim Stonecash at (937) 229-3793 or via e-mail at 
stonecas@udayton.edu. 
